April 7, 1983 LB 356

really in effect a redraft of the bill and there is I
believe a white copy of the bill in your bill books which
contain the anendnents, the commttee anmendnents to the
bill and they were drafted by nyself. | also have
amendnents to the committee amendnents that | wll

provi de you shortly but initially | would like to review
the commttee anendnents to LB 356 and outline the

obj ectives of the commttee anendments and of the bill
itself because they really should be discussed in one
notion. The primary purpose of LB 356 is to provide

regul ation of the uraniummning industry in the State

of Nebraska by establishing underground injection
controls in this state. As you know, currently there are
conpani es in northwest Nebraska which are interested in

t he devel opment of uranium mining. The State Departnent
of Environnental Control has pronul gated rul es and

regul ati ons whi ch regul ate underground injection controls
in the State of Nebraska and in fact a permt has. . . a
request and application for pernit has been filed by

Woni ng Fuels to construct a pilot plant in western Nebraska
to begin the devel opnent of urani ummning. The...one of
the maj or purposes of LB 356 and the committee anendnents
which are contained in Rare to insure that the State of
Nebraska has the authority to pronul gate the underground
injection controls which are pronul gated pursuant to the
Safe Drinking Water Act and to achi eve the del egati on of
authority necessary, under the Safe Drinking Water Act,

we nust make two changes in Nebraska State law. The first
change is that we nust elinminate a section of state |aw
that applies to underground injection controls which re-
quires that permts be automatically be approved at the end
of a 30 day review period. Therefore the bill contains that
provision. The original bill sinply elininated the current
section of law which required for the automatic 30 day
review period. There wereobjections to that froma
nurmber of groups including the Nebraska Grain and Feed
Deal ers because it affected some of the operations which
they are involved in. It was not ny intention to effect
anyt hi ng other than those individuals who come under the
underground injection control regulations. The second
requi rement of the federal government in this entire area
is to.

PRESI DENT: Senat or Cul |l an.
SENATOR CULLAN: Yes.

PRESI DENT: Nay | interrupt? Senator Haberman came back and
he wants to take up the conmmlttee amendnents.



